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a Committee from among their number was appointed to
draft a constitution & code of laws modeled according to
the constitution &ec. of civilised nations. This business
was ably executed, and they met with the approbation of
the best & most enlightened part of the nation. But were
strongly and violently opposed by a few, who formed a
party and rebeled against them and chose leaders or offi-
cers for themselves of their own numbers. Proposing the
above mentioned laws &c. seemed at once to be drawing
the dividing line betwixt light & darkness, paganism and
civilisation. But the former were fixed in their purposes
respecting an alteration in their civil code & have stead-
fastly persevered in their object.

A horrid murder was committed by two young men be-
longing to this nation a year ago last July (1836) upon the
body of a Brothertown Indian in a drunken frolic. They
were afterwards tried by a joint council of the two nations
convicted and sentenced to be executed upon the gallows.
But by the assistance of their friends succeeded soon after
in making their escape. This affair gave rise to very seri-
ous difficulties both amongst the people & in the church as
some of the friends of the murderers were members. Still
I am fully persuaded from all I perceive, that the cause of
Temperance is gradually making progress amongst them.
I have not known a drunken frolic in the Town since that
awful event, altho’ individuals have drank and do still
whenever opportunity offers.

The Temperance Society, based upon the principal of
total abstinence numbers about 90 members of both sexes,
and quite as lively an interest is taken in the prosperity
of the Soc. as at any previous time. Some progress has
also been made in discouraging the use of Tobacco for
which poisonous drug and no doubt after much inquiry on
my own part and observation, is a fruitful source of intem-
perance, Indians universally manifest an excessive fond-
ness. Whilst it is to be classed with alcohol in its various
forms & opium and leads to many of the same results as
the use of the former on the system as well as to the use



